Infinitives

Chapter 11
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Overview & the Article

Infinitives are verbal nouns and are found about 2,300
times in the NT. Like other non-indicative moods, the
infinitive is negated by u» (not 09).

Infinitives

Because infinitives are verbal nouns, the often come
with an article (which is always neuter singular). The
subject of the infinitive is in the accusative case.

Infinitives Forms

Infinitive Translation
Mew to be loosing

Pres , to loose oneself
b eabat
Midpass A to be loosed

Moal
Avoac fat to loose oneself
v Oﬁvat to be loosed

Perfect Infinitives

Perfect infinitives are not common in the NT, only
occurring 49 times (with about 30 different verbs).

Aeduxéval ‘ to have loosed

to have loosed oneself
to have been loosed

Mid AeAdobat

Pass

Notice: the middle or passive form drops the variable vowel.

Infinitives

Infinitives = Verbal Nouns

As a noun, an infinitive can function as the subject,
predicate, or the direct object of a verb.

éuol yap Tb@Xpw'rbg xatl 'rbxépﬁog

“As for me, to live [is] Christ and to die [is] gain”

The infinitives are subjects of predicate statements.

Infinitives

Infinitives = Verbal Nouns

éuol y&p{ﬁv XploTdg xal&vroeave'iv xépdog

Because infinitives are verbal nouns, they may have
gender, case and number. Infinitives are regarded
as neuter and as singular.

Thus, infinitives may be modified by the neuter singular
articles: 76, Tod, or 76 (= articular infinitive)
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Infinitives = Verbal Nouns

As a verb, infinitives may take subjects, objects, indirect
objects, adverbs, and prepositional phrases. The subject
of an infinitive is expressed in the accusative case.

L1 20TV dmoxTavbijvat

“It is necessary that he be killed”
(Rev 11:5).

Infinitives

Adverbial Infinitives

Infinitives

Complementary

An anarthrous (without an article) infinitive “completes”
another verb. This is the most common use.

o0delg duvatat dual xuplotg dovAeley

No one is able to serve two masters
(Matt 6:24)

Infinitives

Communicates the goal or intent of an action or
state expressed by the controlling verb. It may be
communicated by and infinitive alone, &ig 76 + inf,
mpds T6 + inf, To¥ + inf, or doTe + inf.

uN voplonte 81t HABov xataAloat TOV vépov

Don’t assume that I came to destroy the Law
(Matt 5:17).

Infinitives

Communicates the actual or conceived result of an
action or state expressed by the controlling verb.
It is usually expressed by @ote + inf.

éminoav duddérepa e mhoia date Bubilecdar adtd

they . . . filled both the boats, so that they began to
sink (Luke 5:7 ESV).

Infinitives

Temporal: Previous Time

The action of the infinitive occurs before the action
of the controlling verb (ueta 6 + infinitive).

uetd T mepadobijvar Tov Twdvvny #HABev 6 Tnaolis
eic Ty Tedidaiay

After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee
(Mark 1:14).
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Temporal: Contemporaneous Time

The action of the infinitive occurs simultaneously with
the action of the controlling verb (év @ + infinitive).

év 76 omeipew adTov @ pév Emecev mapd THY 606V

As he was sowing, some seeds fell along the path
(Matt 13:4).
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Temporal: Subsequent Time

The action of the infinitive occurs after the action of
the controlling verb (7po tod or mpiv [#] + infinitive).

Infinitives

mpd Tol o Pihimov dwvijoar . . . elodv oe

Before Philip called you . . . [ saw you
(John 1:48).

Infinitives

Communicates the reason or ground for the action of the
controlling verb, answering “Why?” (8i& 76 + infinitive).

9 i \ 1 \ H ~ € ~
olx Exete O & wi) aiteiohar Opés

You do not have because you do not ask
(Jas 4:2).

Infinitives

Conveys the way in which the action of the controlling
verb is performed, answering “How?” (v ¢ + infinitive).

€ 1 3 14 k) 1 3 ~ (4 ~ 1]
6 Beds . . . améoTedey adTdV ebhoyolvra Opds dv
T6 dmooTpédew ExacTov AT TRV TovpLEdY DU

God . . . sent Him . . . to you to bless you by
turning each of you from your evil ways (Acts 3:26).

Substantival Infinitives

Infinitives

Functions as the subject (or predicate
nominative) of a finite verb.

7o (v Xprotdg xal To dmobavely xépdog

to live is Christ, and to die is gain
(Phil 1:21 ESV).
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Direct Object

I Functions as the direct object of a finite verb. I

Infinitives

'

6 maThp . . . T6 Vi) Edwxev {wny Exewy év EauTd

The Father . . . has granted to the Son to have life
in Himself (John 5:26).
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Indirect Discourse

Used with verbs of speaking or perception to
communicate indirect discourse.

Infinitives

Saddouxaiot . . . Aéyovaw dvdatacw i evat

Sadducees . . . say there is no resurrection
(Mark 12:18).

Infinitives

Explanatory

IFuIther defines, clarifies or qualifies a noun or adjective.l

i I ~ 1) ' /4 ~n /4
Ewxey auTolg EEOUO’ {av Téxva Oeol YEVEQD Hot

He gave them the right to be children of God
(John 1:12).

Independent Infinitives

Infinitives

Imperatival

| Functions as an imperative (or hortatory subjunctive). |

xalpew et yatpbvrwy

Rejoice with those who rejoice
(Rom 12:15).

Infinitives

Functions independently of the rest of the sentence,

having no syntactical relation to other words or phrases.

Taxwfos . . . Tals dwdexa puiais Tais év Tf
Sraomop yalpew

James . . . To the 12 tribes in the Dispersion.
Greetings (Jas 1:1).




