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Identification Par Excellence

The article is used to distinguish one individual or The article identifies one who is in a class by
object from another. himself.
mod éaTw & TexBels Baaireds Tév Tovdaiwv; & mpodry el ab;
Where is He who has been born king of the Jews? Are you the prophet?
(Matt 2:2). (John 1:21).
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With Abstract Nouns

The article points to someone or something that is The article was often employed in Greek with
unique or one-of-a-kind. abstract terms where English would not use one.

oUtws yap fydmnoev 6 Beds Tov xbopov, doTe

I Lo 8y 7 cwtnpia éx Tév Tovdaiwy éotiv
Tdv vidv TOV povoyevij Edwxev

For God so loved the world, that he gave his Salvation is from the Jews
only Son (John 3:16 ESV). (John 4:22).
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Previous Reference (anaphoric)

The Article

The article points back to a substantive that was previously
mentioned (usually translated as “this” or “that”).

méBev ot Exeis TO Ydwp TO {@v;

So where do You get this “living water”?
(John 4:11).

The Article

The article functions as a (1) personal, (2) relative, (3)
possessive, (4), demonstrative, or (5) alternate pronoun.

Personal oi 8¢ elmav adTé
Pronoun | They told him (Matt 2:5). ‘

Relative ToV aTépa Hiv TOV év Tolg odpavols
Pronoun |your Father who is in heaven (Matt 5:16 ESV). ‘

The Article

Substantiver

The article may turn adverbs, adjectives, participles,
infinitives, prepositional phrases, particles, and even
entire clauses, statements, or quotations into substantives.

Ta &v T xbéouw

the things in the world
(1 John 2:15).
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Generic

An article may be used with a noun that is typical
of a class or group (cf. “the man on the street”).

The Article

6 épyatns Tol piobol adTod

the worker is worthy of his wages
(Luke 10:7).

The Article

Possessive BRI Y
Pronoun | And he divided...his property (Luke 15:12 ESV)

e ol év g mholy mpooexivnoay add
Pronoun | those in theboat worshiped Him (Matt 14:33). ‘

PRISSNOE 0o Edwxev ToUG v dToaTéAoug
Pronoun |He gave some as apostles (Eph 4:11 NASB). |

The Article

With Indeclinable Nouns

The article may be included with indeclinable proper
names or places so as to better indicate its function.

EdXoyntde xbptog 6 Bedg Tol TopanA

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel
(Luke 1:68).




The Article

Objects of Prepositions

An anarthrous noun used with some prepositions may
still be definite.

xalpete év xuplw mdvtoTe

Rejoice in the Lord always
(Phil 4:4).

The Article

Granville Sharp Rule

One article linked with two singular, personal, non-
proper nouns (excluding personal names) suggests that

they both refer to the same person or object.

7ol peydlov Beoll xal cwthpog Hudv Inood
XpiaTol

our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ
(Titus 2:13).
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Granville Sharp Rule

Two articles suggest that two people or objects are
referenced.

The Article

0 dpvoupevog TOV maTépa xal Tov vidv

The one who denies the Father and the Son
(1 John 2:22).
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Colwell’s Canon

The Article

A definite predicate nominative does not usually take the
article when preceding a copulative (linking) verb.

1) If the noun follows the copulative verb (€ipi) the article is
usually expressed (&yed elpt 0 $Ag T0d kbopov; John 8:12).

2) If the noun precedes the copulative verb (€ipi) the article is
usually unexpressed (pd¢ eipt Tod kéopov; John 9:5).

Bed¢ 7 6 Adyos The word was God (John 1:1).

o~
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Apollonius’ Canon

When two nouns are in a genitive construction,
both the head noun and the noun in the genitive
case either have or lack the article.

The Article

Adyog Toli B0 (John 10:34)

the Word of God

Abyog Beol (1 pet 1:23)

Adjectives
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Adjectives

The man [is] good
The good man
The good [man]
The man ate first
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Adjectives

Predicate Adjectives

An adjective that predicates a certain quality to the
subject, frequently by way of a copulative (linking) verb.
The article is never directly in front of the adjective.

71'[0'1'6; 0 9&6; ‘ God is faithful  cor1:9) |

maTds oy 6 xOpog | the Lord is faithful o e 35)

Adjectives

Attributive Adjectives

An adjective that ascribes a particular quality to a noun
or substantive. The article, when present, occurs
directly in front of the adjective.

0 C’(.)\,newbg esc‘)g ‘the true God (1 1omn 5:20) ‘

7o dlg Td GAnOivdy ‘the true light gom 19) ‘

Adjectives

Substantival Adjectives

The adjective functions as a noun or substantive in a
given phrase. The article, when present, occurs
directly in front of the adjective.

el 6 dyog ‘ You are the Holy [One] uohn 6:69) ‘

ol dytot ‘the saints (=holy ones) (i cor62) ‘

Adjectives

Adverbial Adjectives

Use of an adjective (usually in the neuter accusative
singular) to modify a verb rather than noun.

xal mpoeABawv uixpdv Emeaey éml mpéowmov adTol

Going a little farther, he fell facedown
(Matt 26:39).

Adjectives

Other Forms

Participles, adverbs, nouns, and prepositional phrases
can function as adjectives.

Tiic xaprrog THs dobelone pot ‘ The grace given to me Rom 12;3)|

THg Gvw xAvjoEng ‘ The upward call @hii 3:145sv) |

év 76 Topddvy moTaué | in the Jordan river (Mait3:6) |




Adjectives
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| There are three degrees of adjectives: |

Positive
Compartive

Superlative

ooddg, wise
oo dTEPOS, Wiser

oodiTaTog, Wisest

Adjectives
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Two ways of forming the comparative degree

1) Third declension ending on comparative noun.

uellwv greater
TAéov more
xelpwv worse
A better
XpelTTWY
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Two ways of forming the comparative degree

2) -Tepog, -Tepa, ~TePOV to the positive degree form.

aobewis, weak
ioyupds, strong
ixpés, small
mpéaPug, old

dobevéortepos, weaker
ioyupdTepog, stronger
uixpbrepog, smaller

mpeaBiTepog, older

. . "Ev dpyi v
Adjectives 8 Myo

Two ways to make a comparison
1) Use of the term # (“than”)

peilwv éoiv 6 év Oplv 7 6 év T

x0op

€

Greater is He who is in you than he who is
in the world (1 John 4:4 NASB).

Adjectives
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Two ways to make a comparison
2) Use of the genitive case

6 maThp pellwy ol éotiv

the Father is greater than I
(John 14:28).
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Two ways of forming the superlative degree

1) -1oTog ending.

Adjectives

uéyag, great uéylotog, greatest
moAlg, much TmA€loTog, most
pixpds, small éAdyiotoc, smallest

Uyroog, highest
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Two ways of forming the superlative degree

2) -tatog ending.

Adjectives

dytog, holy  @ydratog, holiest
tlpiog, valuable TIHIOTTOS, most valuable

axpiPi, strict  dxpiBéoTaroc. strictest
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Adjectives

Some of the most common comparative and superlative
adjectives use alternate forms (cf. good = better > best).

wixpds, small > éhdyiorog, smallest
xaxdg, bad > yelpwv, worse

xahdg, good 2> xathwy, better > xpdTiaTog, best

Adjectives

Elative Sense

Adjectives of the comparative and superlative degrees
regularly conveyed an “elative” sense. E.g., péytatog
could mean “greatest” or “very great” (elative).

ouvdyetat mpds adTdv 8xAog mAeloTog

a very large crowd gathered around Him
(Mark 4:1).

Adjectives

Degree Changes

Adjectives of one degree were frequently adapted to
communicate another degree. A positive adjective could
function like a comparative or superlative and a

comparative could function like a superlative.

wloTig, éAmls, dydmy ... uellwy 88 TobTwy %) dydmy

faith, hope, and love...but the greatest
of these is love (1 Cor 13:13).




