Adjectives & Adverbs

Chapter 16
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Adjectives in English

Describes a quality, characteristic, or state of something.

The good man

The good command
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Adjectives in Greek

Agrees with the noun it modifies in gender,
case, and number.

6 dyaboc dvbpwmag  |“The good man” |
%) Gyabd) évtodsy | “The good command”

Second Declension :
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Case Singular Plural

N.  éyabds dyabol

G. éyabol dyabésv
D. dyabd dyafois
A.  dyabév &yafois

First Declension
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Case Singular Plural

N.  Gyaby gyabal

G. dyabijc dyabésv
D. dyabfj yabais
A, Gyabiv dyabds
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Alpha pattern feminine nouns

If the stem of the adjective ends with an epsilon (g), iota (1),
or rho (p), the adjective will follow the alpha (a) pattern:

%) ayla évtody

‘ “the holy command” ‘

The singular forms are as follows: &yia, dylas, dyig, dyiav.




Second Declension
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Case Singular Plural

N. Gyafév dyaba
G. éyabol dyabésv
D.  dyabé dyafois
A.  Gyabdv &yabd

Adjective Variations
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Case M/F Sg. M/F Sg.

N. uéyas TOAUS
G. peydiov moAAoD
D. pEYAAw TOAAG
A, péyav TOALY

The plural forms are not given since they are identical to éyafég.
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Three uses of adjectives

Another gospel Attributive Adjective
The dead (people) LN RGN
She is good Predicate Adjective
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Attributive Adjectives

The adjective modifies an expressed noun and agrees with that noun in
gender, case, and number. It is in the attributive position which means
that the article (when present) occurs directly in front of the adjective.

8 &yabés [6] Adyos

“the good word”

6 Abyog & dyabés
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Substantive Adjectives

The adjective modifies an unexpressed noun, functioning like a noun.
The article (when present) occurs directly in front of the adjective.

6 &yabic “the good [man]”
% dyab “the good [woman]”

T Gyab “the good [things]”

. . "Ev dpydi v
Uses of Adjectives 5 Adyos

Predicate Adjectives

The adjective asserts something about the subject and is in the
predicate position which means that there is no article
directly in front of the adjective.

8 Abyog dyabéc

| “the word [is] good God”

dyabés 6 Abyog




Third Declension —
Adjectives: még (Masc) E‘; ;‘m;nv

Case Singular Plural

N. még TAVTES
G. TavTés TAVTWY
D. mavtl métou(v)
A, TavTa TavTL

When the sigma (5) is added to the masculine nominative singular

Third Declension
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form, —vt drops out (Tavt + ¢ = mavTs — mAS).

Case Singular Plural

N. Taoa méoal

G. Taong TATDVY
D. mdoy Taoalg
A. mioav maoag

Third Declension
L £ Tn T
Adjectives: mav (Neut) ‘;‘;‘;’;2;’"

Case Singular Plural

N. mdy TaVTR
G. TavTés TAVTWY
D. Tavti métou(v)
A, TdY TAVTL

The neuter nominative (and accusative) form has no ending added. Thus, the tau (1)

drops out because it ca t stand as the last letter of a word (mavt + - = Tavt — miV)
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“all the men”
“all the city”
“all the body”

Usage of még v ;‘;’;ﬁg”"

2) Attributive position = whole

6 méic &vBpwmog “the whole man”
% méoa moALS “the whole city”
“the whole body”

Usage of még v ;‘;’;ﬁg”"

3) No article = every
méic dvbpwmog “every man”
“every city”

iy odpa “every body”
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“all men”
“all women”
“all things”

Comparative =
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Degrees in English

Positive Comparative Superlative
small smaller smallest
young younger youngest
good better best

Comparative :
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Two ways of forming the comparative degree

1) Third declension ending on comparative noun.

The adjectives petfwv (“greater”; comparative of uéyag, “great”) and mhelwv
“more”; the comparative of moAUs, “much”) account for nearly half of the
comparative adjectives in the New Testament.

Two other forms are xelpwv (“worse”; the comparison of xaxdg, “bad”) and
xpelooov or xpeiTTwy (“better”; comparison of dyafds/xarde, “good”).

Comparative Degree ST
iy (M/F) s

Case Masc. Sg. Neuter Sg.

N peilwv ueiloves
G. pellovog uerlbvawy
D. peilowt ueilooi(v)
A, pellova uetlovag

Notice: follows the third declension pattern (same with the neuter).

Comparative
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Two ways of forming the comparative degree
2) —Tepos, —Tepat, or —Tepov to the positive degree form

{oyupds strong {oyupdTepog, stronger
ixpés, small pixpbrepog, smaller
mpéofug, old mpeoPiTepog, older

codpbe, wise cod@TEPOS, Wiser

Comparative
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Two ways to make a comparison
1) Use of the term # (“than”)

uellwv éotlv 6 &v Suiv 7 6 &v T8 xbopw

“the one in you is greater than the one in the world”

The thing compared (6 év Hyiv) is put into the same case as the

comparative adjective/noun (8 v 76 xdopew).




Comparative =
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Two ways to make a comparison
2) Use of the Genitive Case

6 mathp pellwy pod éotiv

“the father is greater than I”

In this case, don’t translate the genitive with “of” but with “than.”

Superlative =
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Two ways of forming the superlative degree

1) -1oTog ending

péyas, great péyiomog, greatest
moAdg, much TA€ELTTOg, MOst
wixpdg, small E\dyioTog, smallest
og, high YtoTog, highest

Superlative :
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Two ways of forming the superlative degree

2) -taTos ending

&ytog, holy ayr@ratos, holiest

tlptog, valuable TyuTATOS, most valuable

éxpurig, strict dxpiBéoratog, strictest

Superlative >
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Elative Degree

A superlative (or comparative) adjective is used to convey the

idea of “very” or “exceedingly” instead of “most.”

“a very large (mAeioTog) crowd gathered to him.”

In context it is clear that the author is not intending a

superlative nuance (the /argest crowd in comparison to others).
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Adverbs Modify Verbs

Adverbs do not decline and the most common ending found on
adverbs is —wg. This ending is similar to the —ly ending in English (e.g.,
quick — quick/y). Accusative adjectives can function adverbially
(known as an “adverbial accusative”).

“Aquila and Priscilla warmly (moAAd) greet you in the Lord.”
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Vocabulary 3 ity

edayyeM{w, I announce good news, preach
(evangelist)
Bewpéw, I gaze, behold, look at

xdBypat, I sit (cathedral—where the “seat”
of the bishop is)

anpboaw, I herald, proclaim, preach (kerygma)
Omapyw, I exist, am
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Vocabulary AT

alwviog, —a, -ov, eternal (acon)

éxaarog, —, —ov, each

o0delg, ovdepia, 00dév, no one, nothing (subst)

npecBuTepos, —a, —ov, elder, older
(Presbyterian)

Gwinv, amen, truly, so be it (Amen)

Vocabulary
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& w, outside (exoskeleton)
£wg, until, while

000¢, and not, neither, nor
oUte, and not, neither, nor
TéTe, then




