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2nd Aorist Verbs

Chapter 12

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος Introduction

Past tense in English

With regular verbs we add “ed” or “d.”

live

jump

stall

lived

jumped

stalled
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος Introduction

Past tense in English

Irregular verbs, however, are formed differently.

eat

fall

go

ate

fell

went

speak spoke

have had

hide hid
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος Introduction

Aorist tense in Greek

English regular verbs are like the 1st aorist forms 

and English irregular verbs are like 2nd aorist forms.

ἁµαρτάνωἁµαρτάνωἁµαρτάνωἁµαρτάνω

λαµβάνωλαµβάνωλαµβάνωλαµβάνω

ἔρχοµαιἔρχοµαιἔρχοµαιἔρχοµαι

ἡµάρτανσαἡµάρτανσαἡµάρτανσαἡµάρτανσα

ἐλάµβανσαἐλάµβανσαἐλάµβανσαἐλάµβανσα

ἤρξαµηνἤρξαµηνἤρξαµηνἤρξαµην

ἥµαρτονἥµαρτονἥµαρτονἥµαρτον

ἔλαβονἔλαβονἔλαβονἔλαβον

ἦλθονἦλθονἦλθονἦλθον

����
����
����

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος Morphology

2nd Aorist forms

Spelling change + imperfect ending = 2nd Aorist

λαµβάνωλαµβάνωλαµβάνωλαµβάνω

πίνωπίνωπίνωπίνω

πίπτωπίπτωπίπτωπίπτω

ἐἐἐἐλάµβανλάµβανλάµβανλάµβανονονονον

ἔἔἔἔπινπινπινπινονονονον

ἔἔἔἔπιπτπιπτπιπτπιπτονονονον

ἔἔἔἔλαβλαβλαβλαβονονονον

ἔἔἔἔπιπιπιπιονονονον

ἔἔἔἔπεσπεσπεσπεσονονονον
Pay attention:  40% of all aorist verbs are 2nd aorist!
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Lexical Form  Imperfect 2nd Aorist

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Singular Plural

ἔλαβἔλαβἔλαβἔλαβ

2nd Aorist Active 

Indicative (λαµβάνωλαµβάνωλαµβάνωλαµβάνω)

ἔλαβἔλαβἔλαβἔλαβ

ἔλαβἔλαβἔλαβἔλαβ

1st Person

2nd Person

3rd Person

ἔλαβἔλαβἔλαβἔλαβ

ἔλαβἔλαβἔλαβἔλαβ

ἔλαβἔλαβἔλαβἔλαβ

ονονονον

ονονονον

εςεςεςες

ενενενεν

οµενοµενοµενοµεν

ετεετεετεετε

The augment indicates that the verb’s time of action occurs in the past.
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Singular Plural

ἔγνἔγνἔγνἔγν

2nd Aorist Active 

Indicative (γινώσκωγινώσκωγινώσκωγινώσκω)

ἔγνἔγνἔγνἔγν

ἔγνἔγνἔγνἔγν

1st Person

2nd Person

3rd Person

ἔγνἔγνἔγνἔγν

ἔγνἔγνἔγνἔγν

ἔγνἔγνἔγνἔγν

ωσανωσανωσανωσαν

ωνωνωνων

ωςωςωςως

ωωωω

ωµενωµενωµενωµεν

ωτεωτεωτεωτε

Because the aorist stem of γινώσκωγινώσκωγινώσκωγινώσκω is γνωγνωγνωγνω–, the stem vowel (ωωωω) combines 

with the connecting vowel, causing the connecting vowel to drop. 

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Singular Plural

ἐγενἐγενἐγενἐγεν

2nd Aorist Middle

Indicative (γίνοµαιγίνοµαιγίνοµαιγίνοµαι)

ἐγένἐγένἐγένἐγέν

ἐγένἐγένἐγένἐγέν

1st Person

2nd Person

3rd Person

ἐγενἐγενἐγενἐγεν

ἐγένἐγένἐγένἐγέν

ἐγένἐγένἐγένἐγέν

οντοοντοοντοοντο

όµηνόµηνόµηνόµην

ουουουου

ετοετοετοετο

όόόόµµµµεθεθεθεθαααα

εσθεεσθεεσθεεσθε

Notice:  there has been a spelling change of the stem.

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 2nd Aorist Verbs

Present                2nd Aorist Active

βλέπωβλέπωβλέπωβλέπω

ἦλθονἦλθονἦλθονἦλθον

λέγωλέγωλέγωλέγω

εἶδονεἶδονεἶδονεἶδον

ἐσθίωἐσθίωἐσθίωἐσθίω

εἶπονεἶπονεἶπονεἶπον

ἔρχοµαιἔρχοµαιἔρχοµαιἔρχοµαι

ἔφἔφἔφἔφαγοναγοναγοναγον

φέρωφέρωφέρωφέρω ἤνεγκονἤνεγκονἤνεγκονἤνεγκον
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 2nd Aorist Verbs

Present                2nd Aorist Passive

ββββάλλωάλλωάλλωάλλω

εὑρέθηνεὑρέθηνεὑρέθηνεὑρέθην

συνάγωσυνάγωσυνάγωσυνάγω

ἐβλήθηνἐβλήθηνἐβλήθηνἐβλήθην

λέγωλέγωλέγωλέγω

συνήχθησυνήχθησυνήχθησυνήχθη

εὑρίσκωεὑρίσκωεὑρίσκωεὑρίσκω

ἐρρέθηνἐρρέθηνἐρρέθηνἐρρέθην

φέρωφέρωφέρωφέρω ἠνέχθηνἠνέχθηνἠνέχθηνἠνέχθην
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

At times, some verbs assimilate to 1st aorist spelling.

ἦλθονἦλθονἦλθονἦλθον

ἔβαλονἔβαλονἔβαλονἔβαλον

εἴδοµενεἴδοµενεἴδοµενεἴδοµεν

εἶπονεἶπονεἶπονεἶπον

ἦλθἦλθἦλθἦλθαααανννν

ἔβαλἔβαλἔβαλἔβαλαααανννν

εἴδεἴδεἴδεἴδααααµενµενµενµεν

εἶπεἶπεἶπεἶπαααανννν
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Alternate Spelling
Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 

ὁ λόγος Vocabulary

αἴρωαἴρωαἴρωαἴρω, I take up/away

ἀπαγγέλλωἀπαγγέλλωἀπαγγέλλωἀπαγγέλλω, I announce, report (angel)

ἀποκτείνωἀποκτείνωἀποκτείνωἀποκτείνω, I kill, put to death

ἀποστέλλωἀποστέλλωἀποστέλλωἀποστέλλω, I send out (apostle)

σπείρωσπείρωσπείρωσπείρω, I sow, plant (sperm, spore)
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος Vocabulary

γλῶσσαγλῶσσαγλῶσσαγλῶσσα, ἡ, language, tongue (glossolalia)

γραφήγραφήγραφήγραφή, ἡ, writing, Scripture (graphics)

λίθοςλίθοςλίθοςλίθος, ὁ, stone (lithograph)

ναόςναόςναόςναός, ὁ, temple, sanctuary

παραβπαραβπαραβπαραβολήολήολήολή, ἡ , parable (parable)

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος Vocabulary

σοφίασοφίασοφίασοφία, ἡ, wisdom (sophistry, sophomore)

σωτηρίασωτηρίασωτηρίασωτηρία, ἡ, salvation, deliverance 

χρόνοςχρόνοςχρόνοςχρόνος, ὁ, time (chronology)

διόδιόδιόδιό, therefore, for this reason

εὐθύςεὐθύςεὐθύςεὐθύς, immediately, straightaway


