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Aorist Participles

Chapter 18

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Morphology & 

Paradigms

A participle is a verbal adjective:  “-ing” or “-ed” 

is usually added to the verb stem

“The running cat”

Participles in English

“The fixed faucet”

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Morphology & 

Paradigms

Verb

Participle = Verbal Adjective

Tense (present, aorist, perfect)

Adjective Gender, Case, Number

Voice (active, middle, passive)

Mood (participle)

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Aorist Active

Participles

Like the present tense-form, the masculine and neuter 

aorist active forms follow the third declension endings. 

Masculine

Aorist Active Participles Endings

–ς/-, –ος, –ι, –α, –ες, –ων, –σιν, –ας

Feminine λύσασαααα, λυσάσηςηςηςης, λυσάσῃῃῃῃ, λύσασαναναναν

Neuter –ς/-, –ος, –ι, –ς/-, –α, –ων, –σιν, –α

Feminine forms follow a mixed form of the first declension endings.

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Case     Singular Plural

N. λύλύλύλύ

Aorist Active

Participles (masc.)

D. λύ λύ λύ λύ 

G. λύλύλύλύ

λύ λύ λύ λύ 

λυλυλυλυ

λύ λύ λύ λύ 

σασασασαςςςς

σαντσαντσαντσαντοςοςοςος

σαντσαντσαντσαντιιιι

σαντσαντσαντσαντεςεςεςες

σάντσάντσάντσάντωνωνωνων

A. λύ λύ λύ λύ λύ λύ λύ λύ σαντσαντσαντσανταααα

σασασασασισισισι((((νννν))))

σαντσαντσαντσανταςαςαςας
Note: This paradigm is identical to the present form except for the 

addition of the σασασασα after the stem. The nom. sg. form is also unique.

Singular Plural

Masc Fem Neut Masc Fem Neut

N. λύλύλύλύσασασασαςςςς λύλύλύλύσασσασσασσασαααα λῦλῦλῦλῦσανσανσανσαν λύλύλύλύσαντσαντσαντσαντεςεςεςες λύλύλύλύσασσασσασσασαιαιαιαι λύλύλύλύσαντσαντσαντσανταααα

G. λύσλύσλύσλύσανταντανταντοοοοςςςς λυλυλυλυσάσσάσσάσσάσηςηςηςης λύλύλύλύσαντσαντσαντσαντοοοοςςςς λυλυλυλυσάντσάντσάντσάντωνωνωνων λυλυλυλυσασσασσασσασῶνῶνῶνῶν λυλυλυλυσάντσάντσάντσάντωνωνωνων

D. λύλύλύλύσαντσαντσαντσαντιιιι λυλυλυλυσάσσάσσάσσάσῃῃῃῃ λύλύλύλύσαντσαντσαντσαντιιιι λύλύλύλύσασασασασισισισι((((νννν)))) λυλυλυλυσάσσάσσάσσάσαιαιαιαιςςςς λύλύλύλύσασασασασισισισι((((νννν))))

A. λύλύλύλύσαντσαντσαντσανταααα λύλύλύλύσασσασσασσασαναναναν λῦλῦλῦλῦσανσανσανσαν λύλύλύλύσαντσαντσαντσανταςαςαςας λυλυλυλυσάσσάσσάσσάσααααςςςς λύλύλύλύσαντσαντσαντσανταααα

Aorist Active Participles
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Aorist Middle

Participles

1.  Connecting Vowel

αλυσ

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Aorist Middle

Participles

1.  Connecting Vowel

2.  Infix

λυσαµεν

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Aorist Middle

Participles

1.  Connecting Vowel

2.  Infix

3.  Adjectival Ending

λυσαµενος

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Aorist Middle

Participles

1.  Connecting Vowel

2.  Infix

3.  Adjectival Ending

λυσάµενος

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Case     Singular Plural

N. λυλυλυλυ

Aorist Middle

Participles (masc.)

D. λυλυλυλυ

G. λυλυλυλυ

λυλυλυλυ

λυλυλυλυ

λυλυλυλυ

σάµενσάµενσάµενσάµενοοοοςςςς

σαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένουουουου

σαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένῳῳῳῳ

σάµενσάµενσάµενσάµενοιοιοιοι

σαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένωνωνωνων

A. λυλυλυλυ λυλυλυλυσάµενσάµενσάµενσάµενονονονον

σαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένοιοιοιοιςςςς

σαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένουουουουςςςς
Note: This paradigm is identical to the present form except for the 

addition of the σασασασα after the stem.

Singular Plural

Masc Fem Neut Masc Fem Neut

N. λυλυλυλυσάµενσάµενσάµενσάµενοοοοςςςς λυλυλυλυσαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένηηηη λυλυλυλυσάµενσάµενσάµενσάµενονονονον λυλυλυλυσάµενσάµενσάµενσάµενοιοιοιοι λυλυλυλυσάµενσάµενσάµενσάµεναιαιαιαι λυλυλυλυσάµενσάµενσάµενσάµεναααα

G. λυλυλυλυσαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένουουουου λυλυλυλυσαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένηςηςηςης λυλυλυλυσαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένουουουου λυλυλυλυσαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένωνωνωνων λυλυλυλυσαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένωνωνωνων λυλυλυλυσαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένωνωνωνων

D. λυλυλυλυσαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένῳῳῳῳ λυλυλυλυσαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένῃῃῃῃ λυλυλυλυσαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένῳῳῳῳ λυλυλυλυσαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένοιοιοιοιςςςς λυλυλυλυσαµένσαµένσαµένσαµέναιαιαιαιςςςς λυλυλυλυσαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένοιοιοιοιςςςς

A. λυλυλυλυσάµενσάµενσάµενσάµενονονονον λυλυλυλυσαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένηνηνηνην λυλυλυλυσάµενσάµενσάµενσάµενονονονον λυλυλυλυσαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένουουουουςςςς λυλυλυλυσαµένσαµένσαµένσαµένααααςςςς λυλυλυλυσάµενσάµενσάµενσάµεναααα

Aorist Middle Participles
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Aorist Passive

Participles

Aorist verbs have a separate passive and middle form.  

The middle form is similar to the present (λυλυλυλυόόόόµενοµενοµενοµενοςςςς) 
with the addition of the σσσσ and αααα connecting vowel 

(λυσάµενολυσάµενολυσάµενολυσάµενοςςςς), while the passive form has the θεθεθεθε.

Masculine

Aorist Passive Participles

λυθείςλυθείςλυθείςλυθείς

Feminine λυθεῖσλυθεῖσλυθεῖσλυθεῖσαααα

Neuter λυθένλυθένλυθένλυθέν

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Case     Singular Plural

N. λυλυλυλυ

Aorist Passive

Participles (masc.)

D. λυλυλυλυ

G. λυλυλυλυ

λυλυλυλυ

λυλυλυλυ

λυλυλυλυ

θείθείθείθείςςςς

θέντθέντθέντθέντοςοςοςος

θέντθέντθέντθέντιιιι

θέντθέντθέντθέντεςεςεςες

θέντθέντθέντθέντωνωνωνων

A. λυλυλυλυ λυλυλυλυθέντθέντθέντθένταααα

θεῖθεῖθεῖθεῖσισισισι(ν)(ν)(ν)(ν)

θέντθέντθέντθένταςαςαςας
Note: Like the active paradigm, the passive forms follow the third 

declension endings.

Singular Plural

Masc Fem Neut Masc Fem Neut

N. λυλυλυλυθείθείθείθείςςςς λυλυλυλυθεῖσθεῖσθεῖσθεῖσαααα λυλυλυλυθένθένθένθέν λυλυλυλυθέντθέντθέντθέντεςεςεςες λυλυλυλυθεῖσθεῖσθεῖσθεῖσαιαιαιαι λυθέντλυθέντλυθέντλυθένταααα

G. λυλυλυλυθέντθέντθέντθέντοςοςοςος λυλυλυλυθείσθείσθείσθείσηςηςηςης λυλυλυλυθέντθέντθέντθέντοςοςοςος λυλυλυλυθέντθέντθέντθέντωνωνωνων λυλυλυλυθεισθεισθεισθεισῶνῶνῶνῶν λυλυλυλυθέντθέντθέντθέντωνωνωνων

D. λυλυλυλυθέντθέντθέντθέντιιιι λυλυλυλυθείσθείσθείσθείσῃῃῃῃ λυλυλυλυθέντθέντθέντθέντιιιι λυλυλυλυθεῖθεῖθεῖθεῖσισισισι(ν)(ν)(ν)(ν) λυλυλυλυθείσθείσθείσθείσαιςαιςαιςαις λυλυλυλυθεῖθεῖθεῖθεῖσισισισι(ν)(ν)(ν)(ν)

A. λυλυλυλυθέντθέντθέντθένταααα λυλυλυλυθεῖσθεῖσθεῖσθεῖσαναναναν λυλυλυλυθένθένθένθέν λυλυλυλυθέντθέντθέντθένταςαςαςας λυλυλυλυθείσθείσθείσθείσαςαςαςας λυλυλυλυθέντθέντθέντθένταααα

Aorist Passive Participles
Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 

ὁ λόγος 

Morphology &

Paradigms

Some verbs have passive forms but are really middle in meaning. In the 

Koine Greek period, passive endings commonly convey a middle idea.

Passive Form

Aorist Passive and Middle

ἀποκριθείςἀποκριθείςἀποκριθείςἀποκριθείς

Middle Meaning “he answered”

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 2nd Aorist Forms

Second aorist participles use the same endings as present

participles, and since there is no augment, the only 

difference between them is the stem.

γγγγιιιινόµενοςνόµενοςνόµενοςνόµενος γγγγεεεενόµενοςνόµενοςνόµενοςνόµενος

λαλαλαλαµµµµββββάνάνάνάνωνωνωνων λαβώνλαβώνλαβώνλαβών

λέγωνλέγωνλέγωνλέγων εἰπώνεἰπώνεἰπώνεἰπών

�
�
�

2nd Aorist Participles

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Aorist Participle 

Uses

Because a participle is an adjective, it can be 

placed into one of the three adjectival positions.

Participles in Greek

The position into which a participle is placed determines its 

function in the sentence: attributive, substantive, adverbial.

AdverbialSubstantiveAttributive

13 14

15 16

17 18
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

The article (when present) occurs directly in front of the 

participle which modifies an expressed noun or pronoun.

It is often best to translate attributive participles with an 

English relative clause (“who” or “which/that”).

Attributive Participle Use

Attributive Participles
Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 

ὁ λόγος 

The participle agrees with the noun it modifies in 

gender, case, and number. 

Aorist Attributive Participles

ὁ µαθητὴς ὁ ἐλθώνὁ µαθητὴς ὁ ἐλθώνὁ µαθητὴς ὁ ἐλθώνὁ µαθητὴς ὁ ἐλθών

“the disciple who came”

ὁ ἐλθώνὁ ἐλθώνὁ ἐλθώνὁ ἐλθών

Attributive Participles

ὁ ἄνθρωπος ὁ εἰπώνὁ ἄνθρωπος ὁ εἰπώνὁ ἄνθρωπος ὁ εἰπώνὁ ἄνθρωπος ὁ εἰπώνὁ εἰπώνὁ εἰπώνὁ εἰπώνὁ εἰπών

“the man who said”

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

A substantive is an adjective that functions as a noun.

The article (when present) occurs directly in front of the 

participle which modifies an unexpressed noun or pronoun.

A substantival participle is really an attributive participle 

whose modified noun is unexpressed. 

Substantive Participles

Substantival Participle Use

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

It is usually best to translate a substantival participle as 

“the one who” + verbal meaning.

Aorist Substantive Participles

ὁ ἐλθώνὁ ἐλθώνὁ ἐλθώνὁ ἐλθών

“the one who came”

ὁ καλέσαςὁ καλέσαςὁ καλέσαςὁ καλέσας

“the one who called”

Substantive Participles

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

The article is NOT directly in front of the participle. Often has a 

temporal focus (related to time).

With an  aorist temporal participle, the action of the participle often 

occurs before (or at the time of) the action of the main verb (whether 

the main verb is past, present, or future).

Other uses of the adverbial participle include causal, means, and attendant circumstance.

Adverbial Participle Use

Adverbial Participles
Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 

ὁ λόγος 

Temporal Adverbial Participles

καὶ ἐλθὼν ἐκεῖνος ἐλέγξει τὸν κόσµον περὶ ἁµαρτίας καὶ ἐλθὼν ἐκεῖνος ἐλέγξει τὸν κόσµον περὶ ἁµαρτίας καὶ ἐλθὼν ἐκεῖνος ἐλέγξει τὸν κόσµον περὶ ἁµαρτίας καὶ ἐλθὼν ἐκεῖνος ἐλέγξει τὸν κόσµον περὶ ἁµαρτίας 
καὶ περὶ δικαιοσύνης καὶ περὶ κρίσεωςκαὶ περὶ δικαιοσύνης καὶ περὶ κρίσεωςκαὶ περὶ δικαιοσύνης καὶ περὶ κρίσεωςκαὶ περὶ δικαιοσύνης καὶ περὶ κρίσεως

ἐλθὼνἐλθὼνἐλθὼνἐλθὼν ἐλέγξειἐλέγξειἐλέγξειἐλέγξει

“and after/when he comes, he will convict the world 

concerning sin and righteousness and judgment”

Adverbial Participles

19 20

21 22

23 24
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Just as οὐοὐοὐοὐ (or οὐκ, οὐχ) negates indicative verbs,

µήµήµήµή negates non-indicative verbs (such as participles).

The Difference Between οὐοὐοὐοὐ and µήµήµήµή

ὁ πιστεύων εἰς αὐτὸν οὐ οὐ οὐ οὐ κρίνεταικρίνεταικρίνεταικρίνεται· 
ὁ δὲ µὴµὴµὴµὴ πιστεύων πιστεύων πιστεύων πιστεύων ἤδη κέκριται

“The one who believes in him is not judged;                    

and the one who does not believe has been judged already”

µὴµὴµὴµὴ

Non-Indicative Negation

οὐοὐοὐοὐ

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Numbers in Greek

Cardinal Numbers (used for counting):  1, 2, 3

Ordinal numbers (used for ordering):  1st, 2nd, 3rd

εἷςεἷςεἷςεἷς δύοδύοδύοδύο τρεῖςτρεῖςτρεῖςτρεῖς

ππππρῶτοςρῶτοςρῶτοςρῶτος δεύτεροςδεύτεροςδεύτεροςδεύτερος τρίτοςτρίτοςτρίτοςτρίτος

Numbers

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Numbers in Greek

Some numbers decline (1–4) whereas others do not (5–12). 

Numbers

The paradigms for εἷςεἷςεἷςεἷς (masc.) and ἕνἕνἕνἕν (neut.) are similar to 

third declension forms whereas the paradigm for µίµίµίµίαααα (fem.) 

is similar to the first declension alpha pattern.

Ancient Greeks used letters with an oblique stroke above 

and to the right of the letters: α  ́= 1, β  ́= 2, γ  ́= 3             

(ι  ́= 10, κ  ́= 20, λ  ́= 3, ρ  ́= 100, σ  ́= 200, τ  ́= 300).

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Case   Masculine     Feminine     Neuter

N. εἷεἷεἷεἷςςςς

Declinable 

Numbers–εἷςεἷςεἷςεἷς

D. ἑνἑνἑνἑνίίίί

G. ἑνἑνἑνἑνόςόςόςός

µίµίµίµίαααα

µιµιµιµιᾶςᾶςᾶςᾶς

µιµιµιµιᾷᾷᾷᾷ

A. ἕνἕνἕνἕναααα µίµίµίµίαναναναν
Notice: there are no plural forms. Be sure to distinguish              

εἷςεἷςεἷςεἷς and ἕνἕνἕνἕν from the prepositions εἰςεἰςεἰςεἰς from ἐνἐνἐνἐν.

ἕνἕνἕνἕν

ἑνἑνἑνἑνόςόςόςός

ἑνἑνἑνἑνίίίί

ἕνἕνἕνἕν

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Case   Masc & Fem                Neuter

N. τρεῖςτρεῖςτρεῖςτρεῖς

Declinable 

Numbers–τρεῖςτρεῖςτρεῖςτρεῖς

D. τρισί(ν)τρισί(ν)τρισί(ν)τρισί(ν)

G. τριῶντριῶντριῶντριῶν

τρίατρίατρίατρία

τριῶντριῶντριῶντριῶν

τρισί(ν)τρισί(ν)τρισί(ν)τρισί(ν)

A. τρεῖςτρεῖςτρεῖςτρεῖς τρίατρίατρίατρία
Notice: there are no singular forms.

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Numbers

Attributive
εἷςεἷςεἷςεἷς κύριοςκύριοςκύριοςκύριος, , , , µίαµίαµίαµία πίστιςπίστιςπίστιςπίστις, , , , ἓνἓνἓνἓν βάπτισµαβάπτισµαβάπτισµαβάπτισµα

“one Lord, one faith, one baptism”

Substantive
καὶ ἐποίησεν καὶ ἐποίησεν καὶ ἐποίησεν καὶ ἐποίησεν τοὺς δώδεκατοὺς δώδεκατοὺς δώδεκατοὺς δώδεκα

“And he appointed the twelve”

Predicate 
εἷς εἷς εἷς εἷς ὁ θεὸςὁ θεὸςὁ θεὸςὁ θεὸς

“God [is] one”

25 26

27 28

29 30
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος Vocabulary

προσφέρωπροσφέρωπροσφέρωπροσφέρω, I bring to, offer (fertile, metaphor)

ἑτοιµάζωἑτοιµάζωἑτοιµάζωἑτοιµάζω, I prepare

δέωδέωδέωδέω, I bind

παιδίονπαιδίονπαιδίονπαιδίον, τό, child (pedagogy)

ὄροςὄροςὄροςὄρος, –ους, τό, mountain, hill (orology)

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος Vocabulary

ἐλπίςἐλπίςἐλπίςἐλπίς, –ίδος, ἡ, hope

µόνοςµόνοςµόνοςµόνος, –η, –ον, only, single, alone 
(monocle, monograph)

ὅλοςὅλοςὅλοςὅλος, –η, –ον, whole, entire, complete 
(wholistic)

ἀγαπητόςἀγαπητόςἀγαπητόςἀγαπητός, –ή, –όν, beloved

µέσοςµέσοςµέσοςµέσος, –η, –ον, middle, midst (Mesopotamia)

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος Vocabulary

λοιπόςλοιπόςλοιπόςλοιπός, –ή, –όν, remaining, rest

δεξιόςδεξιόςδεξιόςδεξιός, –ά, –όν, right (ambidextrous—

having “both right” hands)

ἄραἄραἄραἄρα, so then

ἤδηἤδηἤδηἤδη, already, now

ὧδεὧδεὧδεὧδε, here

31 32

33


