Present Participles

Chapter 17
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Participles in English

A participle is a verbal adjective: “-ing” or “-ed”
is usually added to the verb stem.

“The running girl”

“The fixed faucet”
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Participles in Greek

Since a participle is a verbal adjective, Greek participles
have the form of both a verb and an adjective.

|Tense (present, aorist, perfect) I

|Voice (active, middle, passive) I

| Mood (participle) |

| Gender, Case, Number |

Morphology & T
Paradigms ] i

One out of every 20 words (about one per verse) in
the Greek NT is a participle.

Pay particular attention to the masculine forms
because they occur 7 times more than the feminine
and neuter combined!

There are NO imperfect participle forms and only a
few (13 in the NT) future participle forms.

Present Active
o2 *Ev dpxdi %
Participles Ve

1. Connecting Vowel

Present Active
ot *Ev dpxdi %
Participles Ve

AVOVT




Present Active Present Active
) "Ev doy# # ) "By do? §
Participles o Participles J Ve

AVOVTOC AVOVTOG

‘ | 1. Connecting Vowel

| |
3. Adjectival Ending 3. Adjectival Ending

Present Active Er Present Active Participles
o . v apxn nv
Participle (Masc.) e
Case Singular Plural Masc Fem Neut Masc Fem Neut
A A
N.  Adwv AdovTeg N. B Adovoa Abov Movreg  AMovoar  Adovta
G. Adovto Avbvtav
. (el Adovtog  Auvobonms  Abovtos  Aubvtwy  Avousdv  AubvTwy
D. Alovtt Adovat(v)
. - DA Adovrt  Avoloy  Adovtt  Adouai(v) Avodoars  Adouar(v)
A, Movta AdovTa

Notice: the masculine (and neuter) forms follow the 3rd declension endings. The A

AMovta  Adovoav Alov Aovrag  Avoloag  Adovta

dative pl. is the same as the PAI 3 pl. The —vr— infix communicates the active voice.
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N. &v oboa v Bvrec olboat dvta )\-U 0

(e dvtog ofong Svtog vty 000BY vty

1. Connecting Vowel

D. [ ofioy vt olou(v) ofgaic  odou(v)

A. AL oligay dv dvtag olioag dvta
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Case Singular Plural
N. Avdpevog Auépevot
G. Avopévov Avopévav
D. Avopéve Avopévorg
A.  Avpevov Avdu.evoug

Notice: the mid, forms follow the 1 and 2"¢ declension endings.

The —pev— infix communicates that the voice is middle or passive.

Present Mid/Pass Participles

Masc Fem Neut Masc Fem Neut

M Audpevos  Avopévn)  Auvbpevov  Aubpevor  Avbuevar  Avbpeve

(68 Avopévou  Avopévns Avopévou Avopévewy Avopévwy  Avopévwv

DM Avopéve  Avopévy  Auvopéve  Avopévols Avow

évaig  Avopévolg

iWl Aubpevov  Avopévmy  Audbpevov  Avopévous Avopévas  Audpeva

Morphology
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Contract Verbs

contract with the participle ending

The vowel of the stem will sometimes

Gyamdw —> ayoma+ovti @ —>
xaAéw —> xale+ ovtog —>
TANpéw —> TAnpo + opevov —>

dyamivtt
xaholivrog

TAnpaluEvOV

The contraction will sometimes be indicated by a circumflex (esp. in present active forms).

Morphology
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Participle = Verbal Adjective

|Tense (present, aorist, perfect)

|V0ice (active, middle, passive)

I Mood (participle)

Adjective |Gender, Case, Number
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Participle Lex.Form T. V. M. G. C. N.

AMawv Mo [P APc [MNSg |

Avopévargs  Mw |PM/P P [ED,Pl |
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Participles in Greek

Because a participle is an adjective, it can be
placed into one of the three adjectival positions.

< 4
b8
ovTog elul I P, A, Pte " MN, G, Sgl Attributive Substantive Predicate
The position into whic iciple is placed determines its function
in the sentence: attributive, substantive, predicate (adverbial).
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Attributive Adjective Position

The article (when present) occurs directly in front of the
participle which modifies an expressed noun or pronoun.

It is often best to translate an attributive participle with an
English relative clause (“who” or “which/that”).

Present Attributive Participles

The participle agrees with the noun it modifies in
gender, case, and number.

ERRT) 6 By R & Epyduevos

“the father who sees” “the prophet who comes”
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Substantive Adjective Position

A substantive is an adjective that functions as a noun.
The article (when present) occurs directly in front of the
participle which modifies an unexpressed noun or pronoun.

A substantival participle is really an attributive participle
whose modified noun is unexpressed.
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Present Substantive Participles

It is usually best to translate a substantival participle as
“the one who” + verbal meaning.

8 PAémwv

“the one who sees”

6 épyduevog

“the one who comes”
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Predicate Adjective Position

The article is NOT directly in front of the participle. Often has a
temporal focus (related to time).

With a present temporal participle, the action of the participle often
occurs at the same time (contemporaneous) with the action of the
main verb (whether the main verb is past, present, or future).

Most adverbial participles are in the nominative case.

Adverbial
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Temporal Adverbial Participles
'raﬁ'rév a'uvaywynv Kadapvaolp

“these things he said in the synagogue while teaching in Capernaum”

Bé Tdv Gvepovzoll )

“But when he saw the wind, he was afraid”
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Participles and Voices

Since participles are verbal adjectives, they can be in
one of three voices: active, middle or passive.

maTds 6 kaddy Dpds ‘the one who calls you is faithful ‘

Toig émixahovpvois T Svopa | to the ones who call on the name |

xahobpevos Omd Tol Beod |when he is called by God |
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Recognizing Active Participles

The masculine and neuter active infix is —ovr—to which third
declension endings are added. The feminine infix is —ovg—to which
first declension endings are added.
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Recognizing Middle/Passive Participles

The distinguishing trait of the middle or passive form is the infix
—uev—to which the regular adjectival endings are attached.

Masculine
Avdpevov

Participles & Aspect

Tenses in Greek

The time of the action is NOT determined by the participle, but
by the main verb. Instead, the Greek tense-form communicates
the author’s perspective on the action.

In the indicative mood there are six tenses: Present, Imperfect,
Future, Aorist, Perfect, and Pluperfect. These verbs communicate:

1. Time of action (past, present, future)

2. Kind of action (imperfective, perfective, stative)
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Tenses in Greek

Non-indicative verbs only communicate kind of
action (aspect) and NOT time of action.

1. Imperfective: Present and i
2. Perfective: * and Aorist
3. Stative: Perfect and P!
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Tenses in Greek

Non-indicative verbs only communicate kind of
action (aspect) and NOT time of action.

1. Imperfective: Present (action in progress)
2. Perfective: Aorist (action viewed as a whole)
3. Stative: Perfect (action complete with

resulting state)
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“Jesus came into Galilee while he was preaching” ‘

2B b oo rpds avréy

“he sees Jesus while he is coming to him”

moAAol y&ém 76 dvépatt y.ou

“For many will come in my name saying...”
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davepdw, I reveal, make known,

manifest (phantom, epiphany)
xpatéw, I grasp, seize, arrest (democracy)
elg, wla, &, one (hendiadys)
9o, two (duet)
Tpels, three (triad)

"Ev dpxfi f]v
Vocabulary & Myoe

téooapes, four (tesseract)
mévte, five (Pentagon)

émtd, seven (heptagon)
déxa, ten (decimeter)
dwdexa, twelve (dodecagon)
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mpiTos, —), —ov, first (prototype)

Bsﬂ'repog, —a, —ov, second (Deuteronomy)

tplTog, —, —ov, third (tricycle)

Tétaptog, —, —ov, fourth (tetrarch)

@, no, not (employed with non-
indicative verbs)




